Viswewaran also attempts to demonstrate the weakness of what we could call a purely cultural interpretation of social forms of exclusion and marginalisation.
various universities in the United States. Its main focus is describing the different ways sociologists and anthropologists have used concepts such as race, culture, caste; the interdisciplinary influences and the transformation these concepts went through during the twentieth century, and their significance at a political and social level. Indeed, the objective of this intellectual effort is to construct a history of the present, in the sense of Foucault, proposing a strong critique of the rigidity of the so called new culturalism, the tendency of many scholars and opinion leaders to consider different national and religious cultures as uncommon, as a medium of alterity that prevents reciprocal understanding and sharing of experiences.
Viswewaran also attempts to demonstrate the weakness of what we could call a purely cultural interpretation of social forms of exclusion and marginalisation.
Vincenzo Romania -Un/common Cultures
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The essays consider the relationship between culture and gender; the conflict between the biological and the constructivist conceptions of race; the extension of the concept of caste to the study of racism; the relationship among cultures, states and nations; the relevance of castes in the history of Indian sociology and the recent emergence of a Dalit sociology. All these issues represent familiar elements for the author, an American anthropologist of Indian origins whose experience includes that of a second generation migrant living in Chicago, the scientific interests of her profession, and a significant involvement in the activities of social movements. Here, culture is not considered as an area of scientific inquiry but as a 'performative' with a discursive function of 'substitutions, transpositions, displacements, and reversals' (3) among the different fields of knowledge and power in which it occurs in the global scenario. Viswewaran is committed to analysing how 'objects such as "culture", "caste" or "race" circulate across and through disciplines, In Chapter Seven, considering contemporary international reports on human rights, Viswewaran maintains that 'contemporary human-rights discourse on women is one such example, producing the "female subjects of public international law" through a notion of the 'exotic other female '. (191) Here the objective of the
412 author is to demonstrate that women's rights in South Asian nations cannot be divorced from the community's or the nation state's rights: 'This is also literally true in India, where a woman's civil rights are embedded in the personal laws of her community.' (203) In both topics, Viswewaran underlines how social sciences and international politics have given the wrong cultural and gendered interpretation of some situations, institutions and processes. In her opinion, this misreading of social reality has had an evident performative effect, justifying forms of scientific, political and economic imperialism.
The second topic considered is the relationship between race and culture. In In conclusion, Viswewaran's objective in this interesting book is to limit the mainstream culturalism in anthropology and social sciences, demonstrating how social processes are governed by discourses on race and caste that are, first, scientific and political. It means that: 'anthropology (and ethnic studies) must move away from a tendency to frame communities as organic entities and to see cultures primarily as exemplars of (national or racial) differences'. (12) The book offers quite an innovative perspective, stressing the need to reconsider racism and all forms of discrimination by underlining the analogies between radically different histories of oppression with a discursive approach. An interesting effort is also devoted to 
